
Name: ___________________________________      Class: ________________________      Date: _____________ 

Forensics Essay 

For homework this weekend you will need to write an essay that reflects 

on our short Forensics Unit. The essay is due Monday, December 21
st
. 

 

 

Essay Topic:   In your scientific opinion, which of the suspects most likely committed the 

       crime of hacking into Mrs. Delaney’s gradebook? 

 

 

 

 

Requirements: 

1. Make an argument that __________ (whoever you chose) committed the crime. 
 

2. Discuss the five pieces of evidence that we studied: handprint size, digit ratio, 

handwriting, ink, and fingerprints. 
 

3. For each piece of evidence, discuss the process. For example, where were the 

fingerprints found? How did we expose the patterns? Which patterns were present? 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggestions: 

1. This is not the type of essay where it is good to be short-and-sweet. Good forensic 

science includes detail. Don’t just say “the height matched” Tell me how we estimated 

the suspects height using the handprint! 

 

2. Go on www.MrAscience.com to review the evidence in full. On there, you can find 

pictures to include in your essay. You can also find any worksheets you might be 

missing, etc. 

 

3. This essay reflects your scientific opinion, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to be 

persuasive. It’s your job to convince the reader. If one piece of evidence doesn’t match, 

explain how the suspect could have gotten around it! 
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Top Five Suspects  

Fingerprint on File: 

 

 

Name: Max Burum 

Height: 5’2” 

Digit Ratio: 0.986 

Black Markers: none 

Handwriting Sample:

 

Fingerprint on File: 

 

 

Name: Jillian Gerard 

Height: 5’1” 

Digit Ratio: 0.97 

Black Markers: Expo 

 

Handwriting Sample:

 

Fingerprint on File: 

 

 

Name: Nick Valianti 

Height: 4’10” 

Digit Ratio: 0.95 

Black Markers: none 

 

Handwriting Sample: 

 

Fingerprint on File: 

 

 

Name: Cassidy Sargent 

Height: 5’3” 

Digit Ratio: 1.03 

Black Markers: 

Expo + Sharpie 

 

Handwriting Sample:  

 

 . 

 

Fingerprint on File: 

 

 

Name: Lauren Camire 

Height: 5’ 4.5” 

Digit Ratio: 1.00 

Black Markers: none 

 

Handwriting Sample: 

 

Handwriting and fingerprints 

have been resized to fit the page. 


